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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: USEGJC, TGEN, TECH 

SUBJECT: FEB. 1 1-12 MEETING OF JWGTRD 

REF: CAIRO 02377 

1 . DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S CANDID OPINION 
ON ISSUES UNDER GENERAL HEADING OF QUOTE POLICY END QUOTE, 
COORDINATION AND ADMINISTRATION MENTIONED IN PARA 6 OF REF- 
TEL THAT EGYPTIAN SIDE IS LIKELY TO BRING UP. ACCORDING 

TO DOYON OF NSF, MINISTER BADRAN WANTS TO HAVE AN OFFICE 
OR SECRETARIAT FOR THE JWGTRD ESTABLISHED IN CAIRO TO 
CARRY ON FACILITATIVE ACTIVITIES BETWEEN MEETINGS. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT SOME MONTHS AGO MINISTER BADRAN OFFERED TO 
PROVIDE SPACE FOR SUCH AN OFFICE IF AID WOULD PROVIDE THE 
FUNDS TO OPERATE IT. INCLUDING SALARIES FOR STAFF. WHAT 
IS THE STATUS OF THIS MATTER AND WHAT IS THE EMBASSY'S 
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VIEW AS TO THE NEED FOR SUCH AN OFFICE? IS THIS THE ONLY 
ISSUE UNDER THE GENERAL HEADING OF POLICY, COORDINATION AND 
ADMINISTRATION THAT IS LIKELY TO COME UP? 

2. DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO LIKE TO HAVE EMBASSY'S BEST 
ESTIMATE OF EGYPTIAN REACTION TO A TENTATIVE NSF PROPOSAL 
THAT A SOMEWHAT LARGER PROPORTION OF JWGTRD ACTIVITY BE 
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SHIFTED FROM PROJECTS OF QUOTE NON-SCIENTIFIC BENEFIT TO 

THE U.S., SUCH AS SCIENCE EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY TRANS- 
FER END QUOTE TO OTHERS OF QUOTE SCIENTIFIC BENEFIT TO THE 
U.S., SUCH AS GEOLOGY, ECOLOGY, NATURAL PRODUCTS, AND ARID 
LANDS. END QUOTE. 

3. ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS WOULD BE APPRECIATED 
SOONEST SO THAT POSITION PAPERS FOR JWGTRD MEETING CAN BE 
FINALIZED. VANCE 
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